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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each sentence.
Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

Growing older and more decrepit appeared to be an ---------- and necessary part of being
human.

1) inevitable 2) intangible 3) unforeseeable 4) unsentimental

I don’t really think I’d have the ---------- to finish a marathon!

1) concern 2) candor 3) endurance 4) autonomy

Her marriage started to improve once her husband finally ---------- he had an anger
problem and began to take counseling,

1) identified 2) emerged 3) hesitated 4) acknowledged
Society is an interdependent system that ---------- widespread cooperation to function.

1) proceeds 2) requires 3) fascinates 4) conveys

Our blue planet is a ---------- . Life depends on water, yet in its natural form, the water in
the oceans will not sustain us because we cannot drink salt water.

1) refuge 2) remedy 3) paradox 4) vacillation

I thought I was buying a/an ---------- native Indian carving, but discovered later that it
was machine-made.

1) genuine 2) definitive 3) secretive 4) artificial

The entrepreneur had a well-deserved reputation for ---------- , having accurately
anticipated many changes unforeseen by established business leaders.

1) modesty 2) hindsight 3) prescience 4) extroversion
Studies of longevity among turtles are sometimes ---------- by the fact that the subjects
live so long that researchers retire before the studies can be completed.

1) stabilized 2) hampered 3) diversified 4) veritied

Kevlar is a ---------- new material which is used for everything from airplane wings, to
bullet-proof vests, to hockey sticks.

1) prescriptive 2) versatile 3) dormant 4) derivative

10- If exploitation of the planet’s resources continues as at present, then the lifestyle we

currently enjoy ---------- the risk of causing significant damage to the world.
1) proposes 2) puts 3) shapes 4) runs
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PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits

each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Scientists and philosophers have been grappling with the relationship between
language and thought for centuries. There have always been (11) ---------- that our
picture of the Universe depends on our native tongue. Since the 1960s, however,
(12) --mmmmmee- the ascent of thinkers like Noam Chomsky, and a host of cognitive
scientists, (13) ---------- that linguistic differences don’t really matter, (14) ----------
language is a universal human trait, and that our ability to talk to one another owes
more to our shared genetics (15) -----—--—-—-- . But now the pendulum is beginning to
swing the other way as psychologists re-examine the question.

11- 1) that they argue 2) those who argue
3) an argument by those 4) arguing those who
12- 1) with 2) for 3) by 4)in
13- 1) whose consensus 2) who has the consensus
3) the consensus has been 4) is the consensus
14- 1)a 2) the 3) what 4) that
15- 1) and our cultures vary 2) than to our varying cultures
3) than our cultures that vary 4) as to our varying cultures

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best

choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

The civil infrastructure sector plays a significant role in the community, particularly
contributing to the overall economy and the improved resilience of society. Despite
this, the resilience of the sector on its own has not been fully investigated. Building on
previous studies, this research aims to develop a resilience framework for New
Zealand civil infrastructure firms. From case studies of sampled civil contractors, it
was found that strong leadership and management, well-trained staff, and strong
supply chain relationships and alliances were considered as the top indicators that
constitute their resilience. External factors such as streamlined procurement systems,
integrated crisis management systems, standardized procedures for legislation
compliance, guidelines for resilient industry practices, and assurance of the work
pipeline play a role in affecting their level of business resilience. The findings
contribute to the literature concerning organizational resilience, and are intended to
encourage the development of resilience strategies and policies for the New Zealand
construction sector and generate lessons for other countries.
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Which of the following is the best title for the passage?

1) Investigating the Resilience of Civil Infrastructure Firms in New Zealand
2) The Overall Economy and the Improved Resilience of Society

3) Civil Infrastructure in Developed Countries

4) The civil infrastructure sector and its role

Based on the case studies of sampled civil contractors, all of the following factors are
the top indicators that constitute their resilience EXCEPT ---------- 3

1) well-trained staft

2) strong leadership and management

3) strong supply chain relationships and alliances

4) the ability to cope with unexpected changes in the market

The word “streamlined” in line 8 is similar in meaning to ---------- .
1) specific 2) efficient 3) uniform 4) ambitious
The passage refers to all of the following external factors affecting sampled civil

contractors’ level of business resilience EXCEPT ---------- .

1) improved training systems

2) guidelines for resilient industry practices

3) standardized procedures for legislation compliance

4) integrated crisis management systems

According to the passage, the findings of the study contribute to all of the following
EXCEPT ---------- .

1) generating lessons for other countries

2) enriching the literature on organizational resilience

3) further introducing the New Zealand community

4) development of resilience strategies for the construction sector
PASSAGE 2:

The expression ‘“earthquake architecture” is used to refer to a particular type of
architecture which arises in earthquake prone areas, as a response to the requirements
of earthquake engineering and is a consequence of combining earthquake engineering
and architecture. The realization of a building without a suitable earthquake resistant
structure is not possible today; however, it is possible to design a building in such a
way that earthquake resistance is not expressed and structural influence on architecture
is minimal.

In such cases we can speak of concealed ways of earthquake resistance of a
building. On the other hand, architecture can respond in the concept itself, i.e. in two
ways: effectively, with increased horizontal stiffness of a building or (in addition to
that) symbolically, with metaphorical changes in design. Earthquake architecture is the
“missing link” between earthquake engineering and architecture. It combines the best
of both fields and establishes a new approach and quality in construction in earthquake
prone areas, mainly in compliance with measures of architectural excellence.

The complex requirements of earthquake engineering directly influence the
architectural composition and concepts in architecture, thus detailed examination of
influences is the basis for any architectural activity in seismic areas. The modern
methods for increasing earthquake resistance of buildings are based on the seismic
codes, as well as on the usage of passive and/or active systems for damping and
dissipation of earthquake energy.
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It has been noted that, by introducing more and more detailed standards and
regulations, the principles of earthquake resistant design are becoming important
determining factors of architectural design in earthquake prone areas. It seems
reasonable to believe that architecture should always be local, iLe. designed in
accordance with micro-location features of the area, and that it should in some way
respond to the earthquake threat.

The main aim of the passage is to elaborate on the concept of ---------- "
1) earthquake prone areas 2) earthquake engineering
3) earthquake architecture 4) earthquake resistance structure

Which of the following statements is NOT true?

1) Increased horizontal stiffness of a building makes it more resistant to earthquakes.

2) It is not possible at all to design a building without expressing its earthquake
resistance.

3) Earthquake architecture is the “missing link” between earthquake engineering and
architecture.

4) The modern methods for increasing earthquake resistance of buildings are based on
the seismic codes.

The word “concealed” in paragraph 2 is similar in meaning to ---------- ;

1) hidden 2) unique 3) primary 4) rational
The underlined “It” in paragraph 2 refers to ---------- :

1) architecture 2) earthquake architecture

3) earthquake engineering 4) a new approach

Where does the following sentence best fit into the passage?
According to Mezzi et al. (2004), they enable a freer building design and more flexible
solutions in architectural design in earthquake prone areas.

1) End of paragraph 1 2) End of paragraph 2
3) End of paragraph 3 4) End of paragraph 4
PASSAGE 3:

As you walk around on the road, you can see concrete everywhere. It is used in the
construction of huge buildings, bridges, roads, sidewalks, and literally everything our
eyes can see. In short, wherever there is a structure, there is concrete. Firstly, the use
of concrete is important in modern day construction because the structures derive their
strength and stability from concrete. Secondly, concrete is inexpensive and mouldable
into various shapes. This flexibility and versatility make concrete the most sought-after
construction material in the world. Concrete is manufactured using natural
ingredients. Hence, it is environmentally friendly and recyclable. One can use crushed
recycled concrete as the dry aggregate for preparing new concrete.

Typically, there are twenty-four different types of concrete used in the building and
construction industry depending on the type of construction. Plain concrete is the
simplest kind of concrete that does not require any reinforcement. The most commonly
used mix is cement, aggregates and water in the proportion 1:2:4. The density of this
concrete 1s between 2200 and 2500 kg/cubic meter, whereas its compressive strength
1s in the range of 200 to 500 kg/square centimeters. Usually, plain concrete is used for
constructing pavements, footpaths and buildings in areas that do not require high
tensile strength. Normal-strength concrete is similar to plain concrete as the same
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ingredients are used in its preparation. There is an initial setting time of around 30 to
90 minutes, depending on the properties of the cement being used and the weather
conditions at the site. The strength of this type of concrete is between 10 MPa and 40
MPa. High- strength concrete is prepared by decreasing the water-cement ratio to less
than 0.35. Such concrete has strength exceeding 40 MPa. Working with high-strength
concrete is a significant issue because of its lower level of performance. Rapid-
strength concrete, acquires its strength within a few hours of its preparation. It
ensures quick construction of buildings and roads. One of the most common
applications of rapid-strength concrete is for repairing roads.

The passage refers to all of the following uses of concrete EXCEPT in ---------- ;

1) sidewalks 2) roads 3) bridges 4) flooring

According to the passage, which of the following do structures derive from concrete?

1) Strength and stability 2) Flexibility and versatility

3) Strength and recyclability 4) Flexibility and recyclability

Which type of cement is used in areas that do not require high tensile strength?

1) Plain concrete 2) Normal-strength concrete

3) High-performance concrete 4) High-strength concrete

Which of the following is true about normal-strength concrete?

1) The most commonly used mix for it 1s cement, aggregates and water in the
proportion 1:2:4.

2) Its compressive strength is in the range of 200 to 500 kg/square centimeters.

3) It is the simplest kind of concrete that does not require any reinforcement.

4) The strength of this type of concrete is between 10 MPa and 4(0) MPa.

Which of the following is true about rapid-strength concrete?

1) Its strength exceeds 40 MPa.

2) It is used for repairing roads.

3) It is prepared by decreasing the water-cement ratio to less than 0.35.

4) Working with it 1s a significant issue because of its lower level of performance.
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